
Income Sources for Refugee Families 
 

The federal government does not contribute 50% of the settlement costs in their 6 months to the 
newcomers.  The rate of support compares with local social assistance rates.  The following information 
we understand to be accurate: 

 Any family that arrives in Canada between November – March will be met at their point of entry 
(airport) and presented with winter coat, boots, etc.  This will replace the winter clothing 
allowance*.  Any family that arrives April – October will be eligible for the winter clothing 
allowance. 

 CIC will email you in conjunction with the arrival of your refugee family and let you know the 
amount of income the family can expect to receive during their 6 months of *RAP support 
(Resettlement Assistance Program [months 2 – 7]). 

 You should not anticipate that the government will reimburse you for any start-up costs.  These 
should be included in your budget as part of your costs for sponsorship.  These expenses may 
include (but not be limited to):  first month rent and damage deposit, home furnishings, 
furniture, first grocery order, winter clothing upon arrival, school supplies for school age children.  
Many of these items can be received as in-kind donations. 

 All cash donations that are processed through a church are eligible for a tax receipt. 

 Families with children may also be eligible for the following income assistance: 
o Universal Canada Child  Benefit ($160 for kids under 6; $60 for kids 6 – 17) 

(http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/uccb/)  
 (http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/E/pub/tg/t4114/t4114-15e.pdf)  

o National Child Benefit Supplement(http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/bnfts/cctb/menu-eng.html)  
o Canada Child Tax Benefit (http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/bnfts/cctb/clcltyrcctb-eng.html)  
o NS Child Benefit (not sure if we have an equivalent in NB) 
o GST Rebate 
o NB Heat Supplement (not sure if NS has equivalent)( 

http://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/services/services_renderer.200719.html)  
 
RAP Support:  We have a copy of a CIC document that shows the rates for RAP Support.  This will help 
you group with budget preparation (see below). 

 If the RAP support is not sufficient to cover the costs for the family (along with other possible 
income streams) than the sponsoring group may need to supplement their income during the 6 
months of RAP support. 

 
You will be responsible to create a reasonable budget for the family that you’ll sponsor.  This should be 
based on real costs for housing, transportation, groceries, utilities and other monthly expenses.  Please 
be sure to include some spending money.  

 Part of your role will be to teach them how to live on this budget with their projected monthly 
income, introduce them to our Canadian currency and assist them with budgeting as they get 
settled into Canada. 

o Note newcomers will open their own bank account and all of their funds will be 
deposited directly into their account.  They will pay their own bills and ultimately be 
responsible for the management of their own funds. 
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